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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's filing of 12/31/2007 in which claims 1 and 
8 were amended. Claims 1-24 are pending and subject to final rejection as set forth 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-13 and 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent Application Publication 2002/0062277 for Foster (Foster). 

With respect to claim 1 and 8 
Foster teaches: 

A method and a machine-readable medium that includes a set of 
instructions, the set of instructions, which when executed, perform a 
method, comprising: 

communicating a user interface (i.e. web pages from website 
including online templates, see par 13 and 20) from a server 
system (i.e. services server platform, see par 13) to a client system 
(i.e. client computer, see par 15) via a network communication link 
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(i.e. internet, see par 12), wherein the user interface includes a 
plurality of user interface displays (i.e. iteratively exchanged online 
templates, see par 20) configured to capture consumer loan 
application data (i.e. lease terms including bid/ask, see par 20) 
corresponding to a plurality of consumer loan applications (see par 
13 and 17, note that a plurality of users, including tenants, brokers, 
building owners, and agents), the plurality of user interface displays 
(i.e. online template for tenant and corresponding online template 
for owner, see par 20) are configured to receive a user input of the 
consumer loan application data (i.e. bid and ask data implicitly input 
into the forms to be exchanged between tenant and owner, see par 
20) in at least one data field associated with one of the plurality of 
consumer loan applications selected specified by a user (see par 
1 9, note that the data fields of the online forms are associated with 
the property on tenant's short list from whom tenant has requested 
a proposal), and the user interface is configured to present a 
sequence of user interface displays associated with the selected 
consumer loan application wherein the sequence of user interface 
displays is a subset of the plurality of user interface displays (see 
par 20, note that the online templates are exchanged in bid-ask 
iterations and are a subset of the greater user interface displays 
that also include term sheets, see par 20, search interface, see par 
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17, survey, see par 18, space inspection setup interface, see par 
19); 

receiving the consumer loan application data at the server 
system from the client system via the network communication link 
(see par 20, note that the online templates are received from the 
client computers via the internet by the services server platform 
during the course presenting the offer, see par 19 and the bid-and- 
ask iterations, ultimately being populated in the electronic term 
sheet, see par 20); 

storing the consumer loan application data in a storage 
device, wherein said storing is performed by the server system (see 
par 20-21 , note that the bid-and-ask iterations are performed 
through the services server platform and it is implicit that the 
iterations be stored so that they me be presented to the opposite 
party as a part of the iterative process); and 

communicating at least a portion of the consumer loan 
application data from the server system to the client system to pre- 
populate at least one data field corresponding to a subsequent user 
interface display of the sequence of user interface displays (see par 
20, note that the online template is pre-populated with owners 
offers or standard lease terms (see par 21 ) when it is sent to the 
tenant in the course of the bid-and-ask iterative exchange). 
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With respect to claims 2, 9, 16, and 21 
Foster teaches: 

wherein the plurality of consumer loan applications may be selected from 
a group including an auto loan application, an auto lease application, a 
personal loan application, a home equity loan application, a credit card 
application, and a small business loan application (see par 5-21). 

With respect to claims 3,10,17, and 22 

Foster teaches: 

wherein the subsequent one of the plurality of user interface displays 
comprises a user interface display corresponding to a sequence of user 
interface displays associated with the one of the plurality of consumer loan 
applications specified by the user (see par 21 and 70). 

With respect to claims 4,1 1,18 and 23 

Foster teaches: 

wherein the subsequent one of the plurality of user interface displays 
comprises a user interface display corresponding to a sequence of user 
interface displays associated with a consumer loan application other than 
the one of the plurality of consumer loan applications specified by the 
user. 

With respect to claims 5 and 12 
Foster teaches: 
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wherein the plurality of user interface displays comprise hypertext markup 
language (HTML) documents, and said communicating the user interface 
from the server system to the client system comprises transmitting the 
HTML documents via a network communication protocol in response to a 
request from the client system (see par 13). 

With respect to claims 6 and 13 

Foster teaches: 

wherein storing the consumer loan application data in the storage device 
comprises: storing the data in a manner to be retrieved by the server 
system in response to customer identifying information (see par 19-21) 

With respect to claims 15 and 20 

Foster teaches: 

A method and machine-readable medium that includes a set of 
instructions, the set of instructions, which when executed, perform a 
method, comprising: 

receiving a user interface (i.e. web pages from website 
including online templates, see par 13 and 20) from a server 
system (i.e. services server platform, see par 13) via a network 
communication link (i.e. internet, see par 12), the user interface 
including a plurality of user interface displays (i.e. online templates, 
see par 20) configured to capture consumer loan application data 
(i.e. lease terms including bid/ask, see par 20) corresponding to a 
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plurality of consumer loan applications (see par 13 and 17, note 
that a plurality of users, including tenants, brokers, building owners, 
and agents); 

receiving a user input, the user input comprising entry of the 
consumer loan application data into at least one data field 
associated with one of the plurality of consumer loan applications 
specified by a user (see par 19-20, note that the user inputs offers 
requests fro proposals, and counter offers); 

displaying a sequence of user interface displays associated 
with the specified consumer loan application wherein the sequence 
of user interface displays is a subset of the plurality of user 
interface displays (see par 20, note that the online templates are 
exchanged in bid-ask iterations and are a subset of the greater user 
interface displays that also include term sheets, see par 20, search 
interface, see par 17, survey, see par 18, space inspection setup 
interface, see par 19); 

communicating the consumer loan application data to the 
server system to store in a storage device (see par 20-21 , note that 
the bid-and-ask iterations are performed through the services 
server platform and it is implicit that the iterations be stored so that 
they me be presented to the opposite party as a part of the iterative 
process); and 
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receiving at least a portion of the consumer loan application 
data from the server system to pre-populate at least one data field 
of a subsequent user interface display of the sequence of user 
interface displays (see par 20, note that the online template is pre- 
populated with owners offers or standard lease terms (see par 21) 
when it is sent to the tenant in the course of the bid-and-ask 
iterative exchange). 

With respect to claims 19 and 24 

Foster teaches: 

wherein a portion of the plurality of user interface displays comprise a 
sequence of user interface displays configured to capture consumer loan 
application data corresponding to the one of the plurality of consumer 
applications specified by the user (see par 70). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Foster in view of US Patent 6,301 ,586 to Yang (Yang). 



With respect to claims 7 and 14 
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Foster teaches: 

The method of claim 1 and machine-readable medium of claim 8 (see 
rejections of claims 1 and 8 above), but does not explicitly teach wherein 
the plurality of user interface displays comprises: a sequence of user 
interface displays configured to capture consumer loan application data 
corresponding to the one of the plurality of consumer loan applications 
specified by the user, wherein the sequence of user interface displays 
being accessible to the user in series via actuation of a button associated 
with each display of the sequence of user interface displays. 
Yang teaches: 

wherein the plurality of user interface displays comprises: a sequence of 
user interface displays configured to capture consumer loan application 
data corresponding to the one of the plurality of consumer loan 
applications specified by the user, wherein the sequence of user interface 
displays being accessible to the user in series via actuation of a button 
associated with each display of the sequence of user interface displays 
(i.e. user actuation of interface in a database system, see col 1-col 2). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to have combined the actuation feature of Yang with the 
loan application method and machine-readable medium of Foster to facilitate 
filling out the forms and increase the use by prospective clients. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments, see Applicants Aguments/Remarks, filed 12/31/2007, with 
respect to the Objections directed to claims 1-24 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The objection to claims 1-24 on the basis of their containing non-functional 
language that does not further limit the claims has been withdrawn. 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 2/31/2007 with respect to the rejections of claims 1 - 
24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 103 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

8. In response to applicant's argument that Foster fails to provide disclosure of all 
the limitations of independent claims 1 ,8,15, and 20, Examiner respectfully disagrees 
and directs Applicant's attention to the detailed identification of Foster's teaching in the 
independent claims above, particularly pointing out Foster's teaching of the claim 
limitations. 

9. In response to applicant's argument that Foster fails to provide any disclosure of 
communicating data to pre-populate fields of a subsequent user interface display of a 
sequence of user interface displays, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Foster teaches 
the tenant and owner participating in an iterative exchange of bid-and ask terms (see 
par 20). When a counter offer is made, that information is used to pre-populate fields in 
the online proposal template which is subsequently displayed to the opposite party. 
Foster also teaches pre-populating a terms sheet with standard lease form data which is 
subsequently presented to tenant in response to a request for proposal or in the course 
of the bid-and-ask iterative exchange, (see par 19-21). 
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1 0. In response to applicant's argument that Foster provides no disclosure that the 
"lease documents" are members of a user interface display, Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Foster teaches a system/method implemented via web pages of the internet 
(see par 12-13). Foster also teaches online proposal templates used during an iterative 
exchange of bid-and-ask terms (see par 20). The combination of these teachings, 
therefore, discloses that the term data is captured in the course of the iterative 
exchange and is a member of the user interface display (i.e. online template). The 
degree of negotiation involved does not preclude this teaching from reading on the 
claims as presented. 

11. In response to applicant's argument that there is no disclosure within the cited 
section of Foster that there is a single user interface that includes the template and the 
lease documents, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Fosters teaches access of the 
system via a client running a browser (see par 15). To the extent that all of the user 
interfaces are presented via this browser, Foster discloses a single user interface 
including the template and lease documents. 

12. In response to applicant's argument that there is no disclosure within Foster that 
there is a "sequence of user interface displays" of which the "lease documents" or the 
"template" are a part, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Foster teaches an iterative 
exchange of bid-and-ask terms, performed through online templates (see par 20). To 
the extent that the exchange is iterative, there is a sequence of user interface displays. 
Foster also discloses a sequence of user displays in the form of online templates (par 
20), term sheets (par 20), search interface (par 17), survey (par 18), space inspection 
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setup interface (par 19) which are a sequence of displays to the extent that the appear 
in sequence as tenant participates in phases of search for, inspecting, and negotiating 
for a lease. 

1 3. For the reasons outlines above, applicant's arguments with respect to the 
rejections of claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 103 are found not to be persuasive 
and therefore, these rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

14. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN FERTIG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5131 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

16. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/B.F./ 

/Mary Cheung/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



